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SCHOOL
CHOICE IS
CHANGING
LIVES IN

GEORGIA

For kids trapped in failing schools or stuck in a classroom
that can’t meet their unique circumstances, time is
precious. They don’t have another year to wait, they need
access to a quality education now.

That’s why the Georgia Center for Opportunity tirelessly
advocates for more school choice for families. The result of
such policies speaks for itself, with thousands of children
finding greater hope for the future because they received
an education better suited to them.

However, while Georgia has made strides in providing

kids of all backgrounds with an open door to their best
education, too many are still waiting for a better chance at
success. This report card aims to provide insight into school
choice bills that made it to a vote in 2018 and how your
elected leaders voted.

Join us in the fight for school choice by visiting
GeorgiaOpportunity.org




Rotunda of the Georgia
State Capitol Building

SUMMARY OF

BILLS GRADED

HB 217 3points

Increases the cap on the state’s tax credit scholarship
program from $58 million to $100 million for the next
10 years, allowing thousands of additional children
to receive scholarships to attend a school that better
meets their individual needs.

Passed both chambers; signed into law. House vote #854
Senate vote #764

HB 787 oRIGINAL VERSION = 3 POINTS, FINAL VERSION = 3 POINTS
Increases funding for students in state commissioned
public charter schools, bringing them closer

to receiving the same education dollars their
counterparts in traditional public schools receive.

Passed both chambers; signed into law. House vote #548
and #826, Senate vote #711 and #781

HB 482 3points

Would have created a pilot Education Scholarship
Account program, allowing the parents of
approximately 4,500 students to transfer the money
the state would have spent to educate them in
traditional public schools and instead customize an
education for their child, paying for things such as
curriculum, school tuition, tutoring, occupational and
behavioral therapy, adaptive technologies for students
with special needs and other expenses.

Did not pass House (vote #668); No vote taken in Senate

HB 759 1 roi

Would have allowed any student who previously
qualified for the Georgia Special Needs Scholarship
program to remain eligible throughout their K-12 career.

Passed House (vote #608); No vote taken in Senate

SCHOOL CHOICE CHAMPION

Given to lawmakers who earned an A+ biennial grade,
demonstrating their commitment to educational
options for Georgia families.

HONOR ROLL +

Designation earned by legislators for sponsoring or co-
sponsoring legislation to expand school choice options.
Legislators earned a “+” to their grade for sponsoring
school choice bills and received a promotion of half a
letter grade in their overall score for sponsoring two
or more bills. Members who served on a conference
committee for school choice legislation also received
honor roll designation.

BIENNIAL GRADE

A lawmaker’s two-year combined grade, which
includes scores from the 2017 and 2018 legislative
sessions. A lawmaker who did not serve both years
received an NA notation.

INCOMPLETE

Legislators who voted on fewer than half of the scored
items received an “Incomplete” (i).

For more information on the different types of school choice
programs, or for a parent handbook on choosing the best
option for your child, visit georgiaopportunity.org/education.




GEORGIA

ar OVERALL SENATE GRADE FOR 2018 = A
weose QTATE SENATE OVERALL SENATE 2017/18 GRADE - B

HB2I7 HB787 HB787 2018 LETTER BIENNIAL HB2(7 HB787 HB787 20(8 LETTER BIENNIAL
SENATOR 20(7 GRADE (SV#764) (Sv#1) (Sv#78)) 2018 SCORE HONOR ROLL GRADE GRADE SENATOR 2017 GRADE (SV4#764) (Sv#1) (Sv#781) 2018 SCORE ~ HONOR ROLL GRADE GRADE

ﬁ ALBERS, John (R) 56TH 3/3 A A+ ﬂ LIGON, JR., William (R) 3RD A+ Y Y 3/3
ﬂ ANDERSON, Lee (R) 24TH 3/3 A E LUCAS, David (D) 26TH 0/l
E ANDERSON, Tonya (D) 43RD 0/3 F E MARTIN IV, PK. (R) 9TH 3/3
BEACH, Brandon (R) 21ST 3/3 A+ ﬂ MCKOON, Joshua (R) 29TH I/l
ﬂ BLACK, Ellis (R) 8TH 3/3 A B H MILLAR, Fran (R) 40TH 3/3
ﬂ BRASS, Matt (R) 28TH 3/3 u MILLER, Butch (R) 49TH 3/3
ﬂ BURKE, Dean (R) 11TH 2/3 MULLIS, Jeff (R) 53RD 3/3
ﬂ BUTLER, Gloria (D) 55TH 0/3 E ORROCK, Nan (D) 36TH 2/3
ﬂ COWSERT, Bill (R) 46TH 3/3 ﬂ PARENT, Elena (D) 42ND 2/3
B DAVENPORT, Gail (D) 44TH 0/3 WA PAYNE. Chuck (R) 54TH 33
Il oucan Mike (R) 30TH 22 RHETT, Michael ‘Doc, (D) 33RD 213
ﬂ GINN, Frank (R) 47TH 3/3 n SEAY, Valencia (D) 34TH /3
B8 cooch, steve (R) 55T 22 A sarer David (R 48TH 93
ﬂ HARBIN, Marty (R)16TH 2/2 - SIMS, Freddie (D) 12TH /3
“ HARBISON, Ed (D) 15TH /3 ﬂ STONE, Jesse (R) 23RD 3/3
ﬂ HARPER, Tyler (R) 7TH 3/3 ﬂ STRICKLAND, Brian (R) 17TH 3/3
N Heat Bitl (R s1sT 93 Bl 14t Horacena () s8TH 0/3
H HENSON, Steve (D) 41ST /2 THOMPSON, Bruce (R) 14TH 3/3
n HILL, Jack (R) 4TH 3/3 “ THOMPSON, Curt (D) 5TH 2/3
E HUFSTETLER, Chuck (R) 52ND 3/3 TILLERY, Blake (R) 19TH 2/2
B3 JacKsoN, Lester (D) 2nD 203 B reeins, Lindsey (R) 37TH 0/3
n JAMES, Donzella (D) 35TH 2/3 UNTERMAN, Renee (R) 45TH 3/3
- JONES Il, Harold (D) 22ND 0/3 ﬂ WALKER 11, Larry (R) 20TH 3/3
_ JONES, Burt (R) 25TH 3/3 - WATSON, Ben (R) 1ST 3/3
P 2ones.Emanel (0) 10H 13 Bl wiLkiNsON, John (R) 50TH 213
E JORDAN, Jennifer (D) 6TH 33 WILLIAMS, Michael (R) 27TH 3/3
ﬂ KENNEDY, John (R) 18TH 3/3 w WILLIAMS, Nikema (D) 39TH 1/3
E KIRK, Greg (R) 13TH 33
H KIRKPATRICK, Kay (R) 32ND 3/3
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SCHOOL CHOICE CHAMPION HONOR ROLL * Brian Strickland served in the Georgia House of Representatives in 2017.




GEORGIA HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

DAVID RALSTON

Speaker of the House

REPRESENTATIVE
ﬂ ALEXANDER, Kimberly (D) 66TH
E ANULEWICZ, Teri (D) 42ND
BALLINGER, Mandi (R) 23RD
BARR, Timothy (R) 103RD
ﬂ BATTLES, Paul (R) 15TH
BAZEMORE, Debra (D) 63RD
u BEASLEY-TEAGUE, Sharon (D) 65TH
E BELTON, Dave (R) 112TH
BENNETT, Karen (D) 94TH
BENTLEY, Patty (D) 139TH
H BENTON, Tommy (R) 31ST
H BESKIN, Beth (R) 54TH
ﬁ BEVERLY, James (D) 143RD
ﬂ BLACKMON, Shaw (R) 146TH
! BODDIE, William (D) 62ND
ﬂ BONNER, Josh (R) 72ND
ﬂ BROCKWAY, Buzz (R) 102ND
. BRUCE, Roger (D) 61ST
ﬁ BUCKNER, Debbie (D) 137TH
. BURNOUGH, Rhonda (D) 77TH
ﬂ BURNS, Jon (R) 159TH
ﬂ CALDWELL, Michael (R) 20TH
H CALDWELL, JR,, Johnnie (R) 131ST
R CANNON, Park (D) 58TH
E CANTRELL, Wes (R) 22ND
ﬂ CARPENTER, Kasey (R) 4TH
CARSON, John (R) 46TH
- CARTER, Doreen (D) 92ND
E CASAS, David (R) 107TH
CAUBLE, Geoff (R) 111TH

2017 GRADE

SCHOOL CHOICE CHAMPION HONOR ROLL
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HB 482
(HV#668)
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HONOR ROLL

TOTAL
SCORE/
POSSIBLE

208 LETTER
GRADE

BIENNIAL
GRADE

OVERALL HOUSE GRADE FOR 2018 = A-

OVERALL HOUSE 2017/18 GRADE = A

REPRESENTATIVE
E CHANDLER, Joyce (R) 105TH

2017 GRADE

HB2I7
(HV#854)

HB787
(HV#548)

—<

HB787
(HV#526)

HB 482
(HV#668)

=

HB759
(HV+#608)

HONOR ROLL

TOTAL
SCORE/
POSSIBLE

208 LETTER
GRADE

BIENNIAL
GRADE

ﬂ CLARK, David (R) 98TH

E CLARK, Heath (R) 147TH

E‘.‘ COLEMAN, Brooks (R) 97TH

ﬂ COLLINS, J.(R) 68TH

ﬂ COOKE, Kevin (R) 18TH

ﬂ COOMER, Christian (R) 14TH

}! COOPER, Sharon (R) 43RD

E’] CORBETT, John (R) 174TH

[7] COX, Clay (R) 108TH

B] DEFFENBAUGH, John (R) 1ST

ﬂ DEMPSEY, Katie (R) 13TH

n DICKERSON, Pam (D) 113TH
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ﬂ DICKEY, Robert (R) 140TH
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n DOLLAR, Matt (R) 45TH

- DOUGLAS, Demetrius (D) 78TH
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a DRENNER, Karla (D) 85TH

ﬂ DREYER, David (D) 59TH

ﬂ DUBNIK, Matt (R) 29TH
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“ ENGLAND, Terry (R) 116 TH

l‘é] EPPS, James (R) 144TH

ﬂ FLEMING, Barry (R) 121ST

. FRAZIER, Gloria (D) 126TH

“ FRYE, Spencer (D) 118TH
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~ GEORGIA HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

DAVID RALSTON

Speaker of the House

REPRESENTATIVE

GASAWAY, Dan (R) 28TH
. GILLIARD, Carl (D) 162ND
H GILLIGAN, Sheri (R) 24TH
. GLANTON, Mike (D) 75TH
E GOLICK, Rich (R) 40TH
H GONZALEZ, Deborah (D) 117TH
ﬂ GORDON, J. Craig (D) 163RD
“ GRAVLEY, Micah (R) 67TH
E GREENE, Gerald (R) 151ST
GURTLER, Matt (R) 8TH
n HANSON, Meagan (R) 80TH
ﬂ HARDEN, Buddy (R) 148TH
ﬂ HARRELL, Brett (R) 106TH
ﬂ HATCHETT, Matt (R) 150TH

= 8 HAWKINS, Lee (R) 27TH
ﬂ HENSON, Michele (D) 86TH
ﬂ HILL, Dewayne (R) 3RD
HILTON, Scott (R) 95TH
H HITCHENS, Bill (R) 161ST
E HOGAN, Don (R) 179TH
HOLCOMB, Scott (D) 81ST
E‘ HOLMES, Susan (R) 129TH
ﬁi: HOUSTON, Penny (R) 170TH
“ HOWARD, Wayne (D) 124TH
E HUGLEY, Carolyn (D) 136TH
“ JACKSON, Derrick (D) 64TH
E JACKSON, Mack (D) 128TH
ﬂ JASPERSE, Rick (R) 11TH
ﬁ JONES, Jan. (R) 47TH
ﬁ JONES, Jeff (R) 167TH

2017 GRADE

SCHOOL CHOICE CHAMPION HONOR ROLL

HB2I7
(HV#854)

HB787
(HV#548)

—<

HB787
(HV#526)

—<

HB 482
(HV#668)

HB759
(HV#608)

HONOR ROLL

TOTAL
SCORE/
POSSIBLE

208 LETTER
GRADE

BIENNIAL
GRADE

OVERALL HOUSE GRADE FOR 2018 = A-

OVERALL HOUSE 2017/18 GRADE = A

REPRESENTATIVE
" JONES, Sheila (D) 53RD

2017 GRADE

HB2I7
(HV#854)

HB787
(HV#548)

—<

HB787
(HV#526)

HB 482
(HV#668)

—<

HB759
(HV+#608)

-

HONOR ROLL

TOTAL
SCORE/
POSSIBLE

208 LETTER
GRADE

BIENNIAL
GRADE

H JONES, Todd (R) 25TH

- JONES, Vernon (D) 91ST

E KELLEY, Trey (R)16TH

a KENDRICK, Dar’shun (D) 93RD

ﬂ KIRBY, Tom (R) 114TH

E KNIGHT, David (R) 130TH

LAHOOD, John (R) 175TH

H LARICCIA, Dominic (R) 169TH

E LOPEZ, Brenda (D) 99TH

LOTT, Jodi (R) 122ND

“ LUMSDEN, Eddie (R) 12TH

ﬂ MARIN, Pedro (D) 96TH

m MARTIN, Chuck (R) 49TH

‘] MATHIAK, Karen (R) 73RD

H MAXWELL, Howard (R) 17TH

E MCCALL, Tom (R) 33RD

[a MCCLAIN, Dewey (D) 100TH
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ﬂ MCGOWAN, Bill (D) 138TH

m MEADOWS, John (R) 5TH

>

E METZE, Marie (D) 55TH

ﬂ MITCHELL, Billy (D) 88TH

E MORRIS, Greg (R) 156TH

H MORRIS, Marc (R) 26TH

E MOSBY, Howard (D) 83RD
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. NELSON, Sheila (D) 125TH

NEWTON, Mark (R) 123RD

H NGUYEN, Bee (D) 89TH

H NIMMER, Chad (R) 178TH
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;‘1 NIX, Randy (R) 69TH
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GEORGIA HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

DAVID RALSTON

Speaker of the House

REPRESENTATIVE
E OLIVER, Mary (D) 82ND

- PARIS, Miriam (D)142ND

PARK, Sam (D) 101ST

PARRISH, Butch (R) 158TH

E PARSONS, Don (R) 44TH

E PEAKE, Allen (R) 141ST

ﬂ PETREA, Jesse (R) 166TH

PEZOLD, John (R) 133RD

ﬂ PIRKLE, Clay (R) 155TH

n POWELL, Jay (R) 171ST

[a POWELL, Alan (R) 32ND

n PRICE, Betty (R) 48TH

n PRINCE, Brian (D) 127TH

E A PRUETT, Jimmy (R) 149TH

ﬁ RAFFENSPERGER, Brad (R) 50TH

ﬂ RAKESTRAW, Paulette (R) 19TH

E’ REEVES, Bert (R) 34TH

.
}‘ RHODES, Trey (R) 120TH

I} RiOLEY sason (R 6TH

ﬂ ROGERS, Terry (R) 10TH

E RUTLEDGE, Dale (R) 109TH

E RYNDERS, Ed (R) 152ND

- SCHOFIELD, Kim (D) 60TH

. SCOTT, Sandra (D) 76 TH

ﬂ SETZLER, Ed (R) 35TH

“ SHANNON, Renitta (D) 84TH

n SHARPER, Dexter (D) 177TH

ﬂ SHAW, Jason (R) 176TH

ﬂ SILCOX, Deborah (R) 52ND

Bl svimH. Richard (R) 134TH

SCHOOL CHOICE CHAMPION

2017 GRADE

HONOR ROLL

HB2I7
(HV#854)

HB787
(HV#548)

—<

HB787
(HV#526)

HB 482
(HV#668)

HB759
(HV#608)

HONOR ROLL

TOTAL
SCORE/
POSSIBLE

208 LETTER
GRADE

BIENNIAL
GRADE

OVERALL HOUSE GRADE FOR 2018 = A-

OVERALL HOUSE 2017/18 GRADE = A

REPRESENTATIVE
- SMITH, Michael (D) 41ST

2017 GRADE

HB2I7
(HV#854)

HB787
(HV#548)

=

HB787
(HV#526)

HB 482
(HV#668)

HB759
(HV+#608)

HONOR ROLL

TOTAL
SCORE/
POSSIBLE

208 LETTER
GRADE

BIENNIAL
GRADE

H SMITH, Lynn (R) 70TH

ﬂ SMYRE, Calvin (D) 135TH

ﬂ SPENCER, Jason (R) 180TH

STEPHENS, Ron (R) 164TH

- STEPHENS, Mickey (D) 165TH

STEPHENSON, Pam (D) 90TH

- STOVALL, Valencia (D) 74TH

“ STOVER, David (R) 71ST

E TANKERSLEY, Jan (R) 160TH

H TANNER, Kevin (R) 9TH

H TARVIN, Steve (R) 2ND
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n TAYLOR, Darlene (R) 173RD

“ TAYLOR, Tom (R) 79TH

E TEASLEY, Sam (R) 37TH
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ﬂ THOMAS, Erica (D) 39TH
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l THOMAS, Mable (D) 56TH

ﬂ TRAMMELL, Robert (D) 132ND

H TURNER, Scot (R) 21ST

‘?‘ WALLACE, Jonathan (D) 119TH

ﬂ WATSON, Sam (R) 172ND

WELCH, Andrew (R) 110TH

'ﬁ WERKHEISER, Bill (R) 157TH

ﬁ WILKERSON, David (D) 38TH

§5] WILLARD, Wendell (R) 51ST

ﬂ WILLIAMS, Rick (R) 145TH

ﬂ WILLIAMS, Al (D) 168TH

“ WILLIAMS, Earnest (D) 87TH

E?] WILLIAMSON, Bruce (R) 115TH
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IN 2019, LET'S
AIM EVEN HIGHER

Polls consistently show that a vast majority of Georgians, regardless of
political party, overwhelmingly support increasing school choice options.
There is still room for improvement. In 2019, let’s provide even greater
educational choice for families.

ZS\ GEORGIA STUDENTS ARE SHORT ON PUBLIC
3554 AND PRIVATE SCHOOL CHOICE OPTIONS

2152

Traditional public
schools

bI6

Private
schools

dll

Locally approved
public charter

schools

29

State commissioned
public charter
schools

ba

Alternative
education schools
(public)

J

State-run public
schools for students
with disabilities

—J| MANY PUBLIC SCHOOLS NEED GREATER SUPPORT, BUT
—> KIDS DON'T HAVE TIME TO WAIT FOR A TURNARGUND

Official state- A B
issued grades for 10% 099
public schools (228 schgols) (496 schgols)

C

[

22%
(499 schools)

F

28%
(632 schools)

13%
(289 schools)

*Governor’s Office of Student Achievement, 2017 Georgia School Grades Reports. www.schoolgrades.georgia.gov
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